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Ten geleide

Ten geleide

Een half jaar na het verschijnen van het vorige jaarboek ligt de eenentwintigste jaar-

gang van Virtus voor u. De veranderingen die de overgang naar een nieuwe uitgeverij 

tot gevolg had, vertraagden het verschijnen van het jaarboek van 2013. Nu het stof is 

neergedaald en de redactie de vruchten plukt van deze overstap, is de afgelopen 

maanden een inhaalslag gemaakt. De redactie streeft ernaar dat het volgende jaar-

boek nog in 2015 zal verschijnen.

Deze inleiding biedt de gelegenheid de vorig jaar afgezwaaide hoofdredacteur 

Yme Kuiper hartelijk te bedanken voor de grote bijdrage die hij sinds zijn toetreden 

tot de redactie in 2003 heeft geleverd aan het jaarboek. Tien jaar lang was hij een drij-

vende kracht achter het jaarboek. Zijn visie en inzet en zijn grote academische net-

werk hebben ertoe bijgedragen dat Virtus een bloeiend jaarboek is in een tijd dat veel 

(academische) tijdschriften het moeilijk hebben. De door hem ingestelde adviesraad 

functioneert als een klankbord en een wetenschappelijk geweten, de redactie is on-

der zijn leiding aangevuld en versterkt met een nieuwe generatie, veelal aan universi-

teiten verbonden redacteuren. 

Ook met dit jaarboek bieden we u weer een bundel met wetenschappelijk verant-

woorde en tegelijkertijd toegankelijke artikelen. Op die manier bedienen we een al-

gemeen publiek met belangstelling voor adelsgeschiedenis en de academici die zich 

(vaak vanuit heel verschillende benaderingen) beroepsmatig bezighouden met adel 

en andere elitegroepen. We doen dat met een mix van peer reviewed artikelen, korte 

bijdragen (zowel korte studies als recenies) en twee nieuwe rubrieken: ‘object in con-

text’ en een interview. Van verschillende kanten ontvingen we na de verschijning van 

Virtus 2013 positieve reacties hierop.

Het voorliggende jaarboek bestaat uit zes artikelen waarin uiteenlopende thema’s 

uit tien eeuwen Europese adelsgeschiedenis vanuit archeologische, historische en so-

ciologische invalshoek worden benaderd. Het openingsartikel is van de hand van Tad-

hg O’Keeffe. Zijn bijdrage over het gebruik van de twee belangrijkste vertrekken van 

het kasteel, de aula (zaal) en camera in de periode van de twaalfde tot begin zestien-

de eeuw, is van groot belang voor de kennis van de wooncultuur van het Ierse kasteel 

en van het Europese kasteel meer in het algemeen. Veel aandacht is er in dit jaarboek 

voor Nederlandse onderwerpen. Ferry Gouwens levert met zijn artikel over het poli-

tieke netwerk van de zeventiende-eeuwse Utrechtse edelman Johan van Reede tot 

Renswoude een bijdrage aan het onderzoeksveld van patronage in de vroegmoderne 

tijd. Hanneke Ronnes en Bob van Toor verkennen een relatief jong studieterrein: de 
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ontwikkeling van Nederlandse buitenplaatsen tot ‘protomusea’ in de achttiende en 

negentiende eeuw. Fred Vogelzang werpt licht op het groeiende aantal adellijke bur-

gemeesters in de provincie Utrecht in de tweede helft van de negentiende eeuw, en 

de sociologen Jaap Dronkers en Simon Unger presenteren, onder de intrigerende 

vraag ‘Do you really need a castle?’, een nieuw onderzoeksverslag dat als uitgangs-

punt de enquête uit 2006 van de Nederlandse Adelsvereniging heeft. Grensover-

schrijdend ten slotte is Gerd Dethlefs bijdrage over adellijke officieren in Overijssel 

en Münsterland in de zeventiende en achttiende eeuw.

Naast deze artikelen telt Virtus vijftien korte bijdragen en recensies, waaronder 

een beschouwing over de graftombe van de in 1317 overleden Utrechtse bisschop 

Gwijde van Avesnes (de tweede aflevering van onze serie ‘Object in context’) en als 

afsluiting een interview met Jeroen Duindam, van wiens hand hopelijk nog dit jaar 

een wereldwijde studie naar dynastieke macht van de veertiende tot en met de acht-

tiende eeuw zal verschijnen.

Rest ons alle auteurs, referenten en het bestuur van de Werkgroep Adelsgeschie-

denis te bedanken voor hun grote inzet voor Virtus.
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pp. 11-36 |  Aula and camera

Tadhg O’Keeffe

Aula  and camera 

The architecture of public and private lives  
in medieval Irish castles

‘Hall’ and ‘chamber’ stand as respective metonyms for ‘public’ and ‘private’ in the lit-

erature on elite domestic architecture in medieval and early modern Europe, but not 

without some qualification. It is well established by now that modern ideas of ‘pub-

lic’ and ‘private’ cannot be imported into the medieval and early modern worlds, and 

that the halls and chambers which are documented in medieval castles and Renais-

sance mansions are best conceived of as contradistinctive social constructs and archi-

tectural concepts on a sliding spatial scale. Halls tended to be open, communal and re-

velatory, chambers closed, personal and discrete, but neither were exclusively so, and 

changes in the functioning of one was inevitably choreographed with changes in the 

other. William Rufus’s comment on the hall at Westminster, that is was ‘too big for a 

chamber, not big enough for a hall’,1 reminds us that the choreography involved size 

as well as function. There can therefore be no study of ‘hall’ that does not account for 

the ‘chamber’, or vice versa, at least until well into the modern period.

This paper explores that conceptual choreography in Ireland across a period of 

four-and-a-half centuries. Its start-date of 1169-1170 marks the arrival in Ireland of 

‘Anglo-Norman’ settlers (English and Welsh settlers of Norman descent), a cohort of 

Angevin aristocrats and soldiers which, by the middle of the thirteenth century, ef-

fectively constituted an Anglo-Irish nobility, tied to English culture by memory and 

1 R. Allen Brown, H.M. Colvin and A.J. Taylor Brown, eds, The history of the King’s Works (6 vols; London, 
1963-1982), I, 45.

© 2014 Tadhg O’Keeffe |  Stichting Werkgroep Adelsgeschiedenis

www.virtusjournal.org |  print issn 1380-6130
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to the English crown by political allegiance, but otherwise in charge of its own insu-

lar (Irish) identity and destiny. The paper’s end-date is set just over four centuries 

 later, as the first great mansions of Elizabethan and Jacobean Ireland were appearing. 

 Many of them were built by a new cohort of settlers from England (and, to a lesser 

degree, Scotland). This was a population more firmly anchored to their homeland by 

memory and political allegiance than were their twelfth-century predecessors. It is 

the population described in Irish scholarly literature as ‘New English’.

The motivation for this paper is that, after many years of neglect, Irish halls and 

chambers have come into focus in recent Irish castellological scholarship, although 

neither systematically nor with much cognisance of what we know of their relation-

ships in castle-building cultures elsewhere, especially in England. Two publications 

in particular explain the timing and content of this paper. First, David Sweetman’s 

widely-read Castles of Ireland from 1999 contains an extensive discussion of a pur-

ported type of thirteenth-century castle-building which he, in common now with 

 other Irish writers, describes as a ‘hall-house’.2 While 1999 is too long ago to be re-

garded as ‘recent’, in the years since then the influence of Sweetman’s thinking has 

become clear: the number of buildings identified as ‘hall-houses’ has increased year-

on-year as the Archaeological Survey of Ireland, of which Sweetman is a former direc-

tor, has conducted fieldwork, and even archaeologists outside the Survey now attach 

the label to buildings with an uncritical nonchalance.3 The legitimacy of the type, 

however, was never subjected to a critical appraisal back in the late 1990s, not least in 

the context of what we know of traditions of elite or incastellated domestic architec-

ture outside Ireland. This paper offers that appraisal. The second publication to pro-

voke the writing of this paper is more recent: Rory Sherlock’s 2010 study of domes-

tic planning in Irish tower-houses (late medieval turriform castles), sanctified by its 

publication in the (peer-reviewed) Proceedings of the Royal Irish Academy.4 Sherlock 

offers an interpretation of the hall-chamber relationship in later medieval (fifteenth- 

and sixteenth-century) Irish architecture which may well become the new consensus. 

It is an interpretation which demands a challenge, but no challenge has been forth-

coming in the few years since its publication. 

Although I have foregrounded the need to critique these two earlier studies, this 

paper is not a review article but a stand-alone study of domestic planning in medieval 

2 D. Sweetman, The medieval castles of Ireland (Cork 1999), chapter 3; idem, ‘The hall-house in Ireland’, 
in: J.R. Kenyon and K. O’Conor, eds, The medieval castle in Ireland and Wales (Dublin, 2003) 121-132. 
The term entered the vocabulary of Irish castellologists in the 1990s when Tom McNeill used it to de-
scribe the thirteenth-century buildings which Patrick Holland had identified at a number of manorial 
centres in Galway; P. Holland, ‘The Anglo-Normans in Co. Galway: the process of colonisation’, Journal 
of the Galway Archaeological and Historical Society, XLI (1987-1988) 73-89; T. McNeill, Castles in Ireland 
(London, 1997) 149-155.

3 T. Finan, ‘The hall house at Kilteasheen, Co. Roscommon, Ireland’, Château Gaillard, XXIV (2010) 5-8.
4 R. Sherlock, ‘The evolution of the Irish tower-house as a domestic space’, Proceedings of the Royal Irish 

Academy, CXI, section C (2010) 115-140. 
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Aula and camera

Ireland. The corpus of architecture discussed here should be of interest to students 

of castle-design elsewhere. Aside from the intrinsic interest of the buildings under 

review, a study of the corpus of medieval hall and chamber architecture in Ireland is 

of value because it allows us view a process of cross-cultural concern. First, it permits 

us monitor how the concept of the chamber evolved, driven by the increasing privi-

tisation of the domestic sphere. Second, it allows us monitor how the ebb-and-flow 

of political ties to England and their impact on self-identity in Ireland between the 

high medieval and early modern periods help to explain the appearance, disappear-

ance and re-appearance in turn of the hall over a period of many centuries.

Trim and Portumna

Two great buildings, both the subjects of recent archaeological and architectural-his-

torical investigations, bookend this paper: Trim Castle, Co. Meath, and Portumna, Co. 

Galway. They are attractive touchstones for a study of this type because both can be 

dated with greater accuracy than is normally possible in Ireland. 

The donjon of Trim Castle, Co. Meath (Fig. 1), was built by Hugh de Lacy, who 

was among the main recipients of substantial land grants from Henry II after the An-

glo-Norman invasion of Ireland in 1169-1170. It is a building of international inter-

est. Although it stands at or near the start of the stone-castle building tradition in 

Ireland – its ground plan was laid out between 1174 and, at the latest, 11805 – it also 

stands near the end of the Norman and Angevin tradition of building great stone don-

jons containing halls and chambers. Originally only two storeys high, the first-floor 

level was partitioned to create two parallel longitudinal spaces, that nearest the en-

trance identifiable as the hall, and that beyond the partition being identified as the 

chamber (Fig. 2). These are not contentious identifications: the genealogy of the de-

sign and its functional parts can be traced back to later eleventh-century Norman ar-

chitecture. The scheme of a parallel hall-and-chamber at first-floor level within a sin-

gle tower continued in English castle-building through the 1100s but was slipping 

from fashion by the time Trim was built. Only one other Irish castle donjon has the 

same scheme: Maynooth, Co. Kildare, also from the 1170s.6 Thereafter, as I will argue 

below, the hall and chamber generally separated in Ireland, each to its own building, 

and they generally remained separate up to the end of the middle ages.

The end of the middle ages itself is ably represented by Portumna, Co. Galway 

(Fig. 3), a building which stands near the start of a new architectural tradition. It was 

built just before 1617 by Richard Burke, fourth earl of Clanricard, and his wife, Fran-

5 A.R. Hayden, Trim Castle, Co. Meath. Excavations 1995-8 (Dublin, 2011); T. O’Keeffe, ‘Trim Castle uncov-
ered: some thoughts’, Ríocht na Midhe, XXIV (2013) 160-168.

6 T. O’Keeffe, ‘Trim’s first cousin. The twelfth-century donjon of Maynooth Castle’, Archaeology Ireland, 
XXVII (2013) 26-31.
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fig. 1 Trim Castle, Co. Meath: 

donjon (photo by author)

fig. 2 The partitioned interior of Trim donjon, viewed from an upper storey level: the hall was on the 

right below the modern bridge, the chamber on the left (photo by author)
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